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sector, ranging from energy crop farmers and biofuel producers to traders who want to demonstrate the 

sustainability of their products", explains Empa researcher Rainer Zah, who was heading the project.  

Zah's team at Empa has a long-standing record in LCA for biofuels. In 2007, they conducted an LCA for 

biofuels on behalf of the Swiss government, which became the basis for the OECD strategy on biofuels and 

for the Swiss ordinance on tax redemption for sustainable biofuels. In the following years, the Empa 

researchers have analyzed the direct and indirect impacts of biofuels production in various regions in Latin 

America, Africa and India; they developed the first web-based LCA tool for biofuels ("Sustainable Quick Check 

for Biofuels", SQCB) that formed the basis for the new web-tool.  

The tool is freely available on the internet and can be used by any interested party who wishes to perform 

lifecycle GHG calculations of biofuels or assess their biofuel operations; it allows the user to conduct a self-

assessment against the RSB Principles & Criteria and a self-risk assessment against the RSB Standard for Risk 

Management. More information on the RSB, which is based within the Energy Center of the Lausanne Federal 

Polytechnic University (EPFL) can be found at http://rsb.epfl.ch/.  
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